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Published by the Marketing, Communications 
& Community Relations staff of Blessing 
Hospital, Personal Blessing provides general 
information on health-related topics. It is not 
intended to be a substitute for professional 
medical advice, which should always be 
obtained from your physician.

The Blessing Health System
Mission Statement:
To improve the health of our communities

The Blessing Health System  
Vision Statement:
Blessing Health System will be exceptional
- �in providing a safe, high-quality 

healthcare experience;
- �in being the best place for providers  

to practice;
- �in being a place where employees want to 

work and students want to learn; and
- in partnering with our communities.
For more information, contact:
Blessing Health System
Broadway at 11th
PO Box 7005
Quincy, IL 62305-7005
(217) 223-8400, ext. 4192
blessinghealth.org

Personal Blessing is sent to residents of the  
Blessing Health System service area using  
a purchased mailing list. If you no longer  
wish to receive Personal Blessing, please  
email your request, name and complete 
address to info@blessinghealth.org, or call  
(217) 223-8400, ext. 4191.

Discrimination is against the law. Blessing Health 
System complies with applicable Federal civil 
rights laws and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, age, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, disability, 
language, national origin, personal or cultural 
beliefs, values, preferences or payment sources.

For more information, or to view  
Blessing’s Patient Rights & Responsibilities 
statement, go to blessinghealth.org.

By Maureen Kahn, RN, MHA, MSN, president/chief executive 
officer, Blessing Health System and Blessing Hospital

Health care quality:  
Choose your color

We have quality in the 
colors of green and gold 
for you. Blessing Hospital 

recently earned national “Get With 
The Guidelines® Gold Plus” quality 
recognition for stroke care and a grade 
“A” in overall patient safety from The 
Leapfrog Group (whose signature 
color is green).
	 The stroke recognition comes 
from the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association for 
Blessing’s demonstrated ability, over 24 
consecutive months, to provide stroke 
patients with the most appropriate 
treatment according to nationally 
recognized guidelines based on the 
latest scientific evidence. This included 
meeting or exceeding guidelines for 
the administration of blood-clot-
busting medication.
	 In addition, Blessing is a 
nationally certified Primary Stroke 
Center by DNV, an internationally 
recognized accrediting and 
certification organization.
	 With stroke being the Number 
5 cause of death in America and 
a leading cause of adult disability, 
Blessing caregivers—led by our Stroke 

Team—are committed to making the 
very best care available to residents of 
the region.
	 Who doesn’t love getting a 
grade of “A”? In fall 2021, for the 
third consecutive survey period, 
The Leapfrog Group rated Blessing 
Hospital’s delivery of safe care as 
grade “A”, based on outcomes in more 
than 30 publicly reported health care 
safety measures. Of the 2,700 hospitals 
participating in the Leapfrog safety 
program, typically around one-third 
receive a grade of “A.”
	 Health care providers are humans 
and humans are not perfect. Likewise, 
no process or procedure is foolproof. 
But the residents of the communities 
Blessing serves can know that 
independent, third-party experts feel 
Blessing is delivering health care on 
par with the highest quality and safest 
available in the country today.
	 I hope you enjoy the inspiring 
stories on the following pages, 
featuring several of our amazing 
patients and how their lives changed 
with the care of Blessing’s heart and 
orthopedic teams. ■



AT BLESSING 
WE’RE ALL HEART, ALL THE TIME
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IMTIAZ ISMAIL, MD
Interventional Cardiology



	  

Jim Robinson calls himself a “common 
person.”

	 Pam Robinson describes her husband as “just 
the sweetest guy.”

	 Blessing nurse practitioner Diane 
Nutter says he is “a very strong 
man.”

	 Some might call Jim 
lucky.

	 “I was scared to 
death,” the 51-year-old 
LaGrange, Missouri, 
resident said. “I didn’t 
know if I was going to 
live or die.”

	 Jim and Pam’s story 
starts with a Blessing Be 
Well at Work Employer 
Clinic appointment in late 
July 2021. Jim’s employer, 
Titan Wheel, participates in 
the Blessing Be Well at Work 
program, providing employees 
and covered dependents with 
access to primary care and 
other services.

	 “His legs were swollen,” Pam said. “We didn’t 
think anything of it.”

	 Diane Nutter, APRN-FNP, took care of Jim. 
While his heart and lungs sounded normal, 
his symptoms pointed in different treatment 
directions. To narrow the options, Diane ordered 
blood work, including a test that indicates 

congestive heart disease.

	 “It came back elevated at 3,387. Normal is 5 to 
125,” she said. “That concerned me. It’s indicative 
of heart failure.”

	 Diane referred Jim to Blessing 
Cardiology for further evaluation.

	 Jim saw Shanna Dierker, 
APRN-FNP, in Blessing’s 

Heart Failure Clinic 
shortly after his visit 
with Diane. US News & 
World Report named 
Blessing a High 
Performing Hospital in 
heart failure care. The 
condition occurs when 

the heart isn’t pumping 
well, a condition 
affecting more than 
6 million Americans. 

Jim was one of them. 
He just didn’t know it 

officially yet.

	“When Jim came to the 
Heart Failure Clinic, he was 
in active and advanced heart 
failure. One test showed his 

heart strength was around 15 percent,” Shanna 
stated. “Jim was also experiencing rapid Afib.” 

	 Afib, short for atrial fibrillation, is an abnormal 
heart rhythm. Jim’s heart was beating at around 
180 beats per minute. Normal is 70 to 90. He was 
also short of breath, could walk no more than 100 
feet and was retaining fluid.

BLESSING CARDIOLOGY

How teamwork, timing and 
treatment saved Jim’s life

Pam Robinson is happy to 
have her husband of 11 years 

healthy and by her side.
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	 Jim was admitted immediately to Blessing Hospital 
where his condition was stabilized under the care 
of John Hammock, MD, interventional cardiologist 
and electrophysiologist. Dr. Hammock and Shanna 
work together in the Heart Failure Clinic. Jim also 
received a stent from Steven Krause, DO, during his 
hospitalization to relieve a blocked artery discovered 
during his evaluation.

	 Over the next three weeks, as an outpatient under 
the care of Dr. Hammock and Shanna, Jim had three 
electrical shocks to his heart to return it to normal 
rhythm, and a cardiac electrophysiology procedure 
called ablation. Ablation blocks abnormal electrical 
signals to restore permanently a normal heart rhythm.

	 “We have Jim on a medication plan, and his heart 
function returned to normal,” Shanna reported. “He is 
living a normal life and back to work.”

	 The rapid deterioration of Jim’s condition was not 
surprising. His quick return to normal was surprising. 
It was a matter of getting the right care at the right 
time.

	 “If he did not present to the Heart Failure Clinic 
when he did, Jim would have been lucky to be here 
for Christmas,” Shanna said.

	 See? Lucky. 

	 Jim’s doing a lot of work, too. He has made 
significant lifestyle changes to help his heart remain 
strong—a heart full of gratitude for all of his Blessing 
caregivers.

	 “They spoke to me like a person. I understood 
everything,” he said. “They were up front and honest.”

	 Pam’s glad to have her husband of 11 years healthy 
and by her side. 

	 “I hug him a little tighter, hold his hand a little 
more and tell him I love him every chance I get,”  
she said.

For more information on the care of the Blessing Heart 
Failure Clinic, go to blessinghealth.org/heartfailure. ■
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John Hammock, MD 
Interventional cardiologist 

and electrophysiologist

Shanna Dierker, APRN-FNP 
Blessing Heart Failure Clinic

With his heart strength 

at 15 percent of normal, 

Jim Robinson said he 

was “scared to death.”
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Miracles can occur anywhere at any time. Ask 
Dean Woodruff. His miracle began in a 
cemetery three days before Christmas 2021.

	 “I remember when I went down I said, ‘God, if it’s 
my turn, go ahead and take me.’ I remember hearing 
something like, ‘I really don’t need you yet,’” Dean said 
with a chuckle.

	 A staff member of an area funeral home in his 
retirement, Dean was participating in a burial at a 
small cemetery on the northern edge of Quincy, on a 
blustery day last December, when he began to feel ill.

	 “I knew something was going wrong because 
my chest started to burn like crazy,” the 79-year-old 
recalled.

	 The funeral service was for the father of Blessing 
nurse Kari Schmiedeskamp Luckhaupt. She was one 

of a number of people at the service who responded to 
Dean’s medical emergency.

	 “We called 9-1-1 immediately and were on the 
ground with Dean—holding his hand, trying to keep 
him warm, reassuring him that help was coming 
and monitoring his condition until first responders 
arrived,” Kari stated. 

	 It was the first time the 21-year veteran of the 
Blessing nursing staff had responded to a heart attack 
outside the walls of the hospital.

	 “It’s a lot different being in that kind of situation 
versus being in the hospital,” she said. 

	 Board-certified Blessing cardiologist Jeffrey Cook, 
MD, is Dean’s heart doctor. He says a blood clot that had 
developed inside of Dean’s heart, at the site of another 
heart attack he experienced in the 1990s, moved.

Meet 
a man 
at the 
heart 
of a 

miracle
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	 “Sometimes this happens immediately, but 30 years 
later, it is unheard of,” said Dr. Cook. “On December 
22 that blood clot ejected out of his heart cavity and 
went into his left main heart artery causing a massive 
heart attack.”

	 Blockage of the left main artery is known as a 
“widowmaker” heart attack because, according to the 
American Heart Association, the survival rate following 
a widowmaker heart attack is only 12% when it occurs 
outside of a hospital or advanced care center.

	 Miraculously Dean survived, in part due to 
complex and aggressive treatment of his blood clot at 
Blessing, requiring injections of different medications 
inside the artery to dissolve the clot.

	 “One in 500 cases do we have to do that,” Dr. Cook 
added. “It’s very rare.”

	 While Dean’s heart sustained damage, the doctor 
says Dean is fortunate the blood clot did not reach his 
brain and cause damage there.

	 Another part of this miracle.

	 “I don’t remember anything for three days, which 
was Christmas morning. I had a Merry Christmas. 
I woke up,” Dean said, again with a chuckle. He was 
hospitalized for a total of 14 days, some of those days 
on a ventilator.

	 “The people of the Blessing Hospital cardiovascular 

unit were fantastic,” said Dean’s wife of 25 years, Sue. 
“He does not remember those first three days, but I 
do. They were very scary. The nurses, when they are 
sitting right in the room, controlling everything that is 
beeping and going, the things they do all at one time—
it’s amazing.”

	 Dean is beloved and well known in the community, 
and across the country. He was a science teacher and 
basketball and football coach in the Mendon, IL, 
school district. 

	 “We heard from former players from all over who 
had moved away, talking about how Dean would never 
lose a ball game because he was so stubborn and always 
wanted to win every game,” Sue recalled. “They said, 
‘Just tell him he needs to win this one. Take the ball to 
the hole and win the game,’ things he used to tell them 
when the game was on the line. I tell you, that’s what 
held us together, all those people in our community and 
beyond sending all those wishes and praying.”

	 Those people include several of his Blessing nurses, 
including Kari, who were students of Dean’s over the 
years.

	 “All that they did for me, I am greatly, greatly 
appreciative,” he stated.
For more information on the care provided 
by the Blessing Heart & Vascular Center, go to 
blessinghealth.org. ■
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Board-certified Blessing cardiologist 
Jeffrey Cook, MD > >

 << Dean and Sue Woodruff 

Survival rate following a 
widowmaker heart attack 

outside of a hospital or 
advanced care center

12%

LIFE-SAVING CARE ON A NATIONAL LEVEL



A person feeling chest pain may have coronary 
artery disease, the leading cause of death for 
both men and women in the United States. 
That person needs answers to two questions 
from their provider:

1. Is there a blockage in any of my arteries?

2. �If yes, is blood flow from the heart being 
restricted?

	 Answers to those questions determine the 
treatment needed: either medication, stents or 
by-pass surgery.

	 For years, to get answers to one or both of 
those questions, many patients had to undergo a 
heart catheterization, during which a cardiologist 
inserts a thin tube called a catheter into the heart.

	 Today, Blessing Heart & Vascular Center 
outpatients and their providers have another 
option to diagnose chest pain in certain 
situations, with no catheter needed. It’s called 
HeartFlow Analysis.

 	 “It’s a very innovative technique,” said Irving 
Schwartz, MD, Blessing Health System board-
certified invasive cardiologist.

	 Here’s how it works. A patient experiencing 
chest pain undergoes a computed tomography 
angiogram (CTA), which is a 3D scan of the heart. 
If the CTA image shows a blockage, the image 
is sent to the HeartFlow company. Within hours, 
the HeartFlow team generates a computer model 
of the patient’s heart, and, using automated 
intelligence, creates a color-coded map of the 
patient’s coronary arteries showing the extent to 
which narrowing is interrupting blood flow, based 
on the scientific principles of fluid flow. 

	 “The whole point of this technique is to be as 

non-invasive as possible and 
get the results needed for 
treatment planning without 
having to do a diagnostic heart 
catheterization, which is an invasive 
procedure,” said Farooq Junaid, DO, Blessing 
Health System board-certified non-invasive 
cardiologist. 

	 “If the CTA shows a blockage, HeartFlow 
Analysis helps us determine the severity. While 
the patient may still need a catheterization 
to treat the problem, they won’t need two of 
them, one to diagnose and one to treat. And if 
HeartFlow Analysis shows no significant severity, 
the patient avoided an invasive procedure,” he 
added.

	 “Today we get more information from a CTA, 
a non-invasive test, than we do from a diagnostic 
catheterization—an invasive test,” Dr. Schwartz 
concluded. “When the CTA shows an abnormality, 
HeartFlow Analysis adds value to the CTA and the 
information we need to plan treatment.”

	 HeartFlow Analysis cannot be used on certain 
patients, including those who already have a 
heart stent or have had by-pass surgery. 

For more information on HeartFlow Analysis, 
including a video, go to blessinghealth.org/
heartflow. ■

Blessing goes with the “flow” 
in diagnosing chest pain
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Tom Hilbing knows how to fix a body—a vehicle 
body. In 1967 he joined Hilbing Autobody 
in Quincy and spent over 50 years making 

people’s vehicles look like new after an accident.
	 Barry Werries, MD, 
FAAOS, also knows how to fix 
a body—a human body. He is 
a board-certified orthopedic 
surgeon with Blessing Health 
System and helps people feel 
like new when their bones and 
joints need specialized care.
	 Is it any wonder these two 
crossed paths?
	 “I was really impressed 
with Dr. Werries,” Tom said. “I 
heard he was good, but he was 
just super to deal with. He and 
his staff are very concerned 
and caring.”
	 So how did these body 
work experts meet?
	 “At the end of 2020, I could hardly walk. I was in 
bad shape,” the 72-year-old Tom said.
	 Over a half-century on his feet on the concrete 
floor of the autobody shop took its toll on Tom’s knees 
and hips. 
	 “Besides that I jogged for years,” he stated. “There 
was a 10-year period during which I jogged more than 
1,000 miles a year. I just wore out my body.” 
	 The final straw occurred as Tom was deer hunting in 
November 2020. A misstep in the woods caused him to 
twist his left hip in a way it was not made to twist. The 
hip did not break or fracture, but the pain was intense.
	 “It was really bad. The joint was just worn out,” Tom 
admitted.

	 Word of mouth, including that of his personal 
physician, led Tom to the office of Dr. Werries in 
the Blessing Health Center 4800 Maine and to a hip 
replacement at Blessing Hospital in January 2021. 

	 “It went really smooth. I was very 
impressed,” he said.
	 The experience led Tom 
to also get both his worn-out 
knees replaced later in 2021 
by Dr. Werries. The fact that 
Tom remained active into his 
retirement, working daily on his 
farm, and his commitment to 
carrying out the physical therapy 
plan he received after each 
procedure allowed him to have 
three joint replacements during 
the same year.
	 Tom knew what to expect. He 
had his right hip replaced in 2013 
in a St. Louis hospital. He was 
pleased Blessing’s development of 
an orthopedic program gave him 

the choice to get quality care locally that exceeded his 
expectations.
	 “I am big on spending my money in this 
community. Why go out of town when you don’t have 
to?” he asked.
	 “I was very, very impressed, not only with Dr. 
Werries, but the way Blessing Hospital treated me. They 
were just outstanding,” Tom concluded. “It’s been a long 
time since I could get around like this. It’s really made a 
huge change in my life.” 
For more information on the care provided by 
Blessing Orthopedics & Sports Medicine go to 
blessinghealth.org/ortho. ■

BLESSING ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS MEDICINE 

What happens when two 
experts in body work meet

Tom Hilbing trusts his “body work” 
to Dr. Barry Werries of Blessing 
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
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STAFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Andrea Leone, DNP, APRN, 
AGACNP-BC, FNP-C, cardiothoracic 
surgery, has earned adult-gerontology 
acute care nurse practitioner national 
certification from the American Nurses 

Credentialing Center. She is also a certified family  
nurse practitioner.

Blessing Heart & Vascular Center registered nurses  
Jody Figge and Naomi Schenk and registered 
radiologic technologist Shannon Peters have earned 
the status of registered cardiac electrophysiology specialist 
(RCES) from Cardiovascular Credentialing International.

Electrophysiology (EP) involves the diagnosis and 
treatment of malfunctions in the heart’s electrical activity 
that controls the timing of heartbeats.

Sarah Andrew, BSN, RN, 
cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, has 
earned the status of cardiac vascular nurse-
board certified (CV-BC) from the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center.

Ashley Chbeir, BSN, RN, clinical 
research coordinator, has earned 
certification in chemotherapy and 
immunotherapy administration from 
the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) 
and Oncology Nursing Certification 
Corporation (ONCC). 

Jordan Hahn, BSN, RN, cardiac 
catheterization lab, has earned the status 
of progressive care certified nurse (PCCN) 
from the American Association of Critical-
Care Nurses.

Lisa Lake, BSN, RNC, non-invasive 
cardiology, has earned national certification 
in cardiac-vascular nursing from the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center.

Brian Canfield, MBA, MHA, FACHE, 
has joined Blessing Health System 
as chief operating officer (COO). He 
joins Blessing after 9 years as COO 
at Firsthealth of The Carolinas, Inc., 
Moore Regional Hospital, Pinehurst, 
North Carolina, where he had 
responsibility for three acute care 
hospitals totaling 509 beds, and a 
critical access hospital with a staff of 
4,500 employees and 950 volunteers.

Canfield is a veteran, having served 
28 years in the United States Army 
and Department of Defense. He 
served in Afghanistan where he was 
directly responsible for planning, 
coordination and synchronization 
of 12 hospitals, 32 clinics, 14 forward 
surgical teams and all ground and air 
medical evacuation resources for over 
a half-million U.S. military and partner 
nation forces.
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Alex Coffey, MD, practices internal 
medicine. Certified by the American Board 
of Internal Medicine and the American 
Board of Addiction Medicine, Dr. Coffey 
earned his medical degree from Meharry 

Medical College in Nashville, TN, and completed residency 
at East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN.

Senem Salar-Gomceli, MD, is an 
ophthalmologist, certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmology.
	    She completed a fellowship in pediatric 
ophthalmology and adult strabismus 

(crossed eyes) at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and 
a general surgery internship at Bronx Lebanon Hospital 
Center, in affiliation with Montefiore Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, Bronx, NY. 
	 Dr. Salar-Gomceli completed two ophthalmology 
residencies, one at Bronxcare Health System with Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Bronx, NY; and one 
in her native country of Turkey, where she also eanred her 
medical degree.

Umut Gomceli, MD, is a cardiologist, 
certified by the American Board of 
Internal Medicine, The National Board of 
Echocardiography, the American Board 
of Nuclear Cardiology and the American 

Board of Internal Medicine Cardiovascular Disease.
	 Dr. Gomceli completed a fellowship in cardiovascular 
disease, and was chief cardiovascular disease fellow at  
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Morningside 
Hospital, NY.
	 He completed an internal medicine residency and 
served as chief resident at Bronx Care Health System in 
affiliation with Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, 
Bronx, NY and also a cardiovascular disease residency in 
Turkey. He also earned his medical degree in Turkey. 

Ahmed Jouan, MD, is a neuro 
hospitalist. He completed a fellowship 
in neurophysiology at Michigan State 
University, department of neurology & 
ophthalmology, East Lansing, MI; and a 

residency in neurology at Sparrow Hospital/Michigan State 
University program, East Lansing, MI; after graduating with 
his medical degree in Libya. 
	 Dr. Jouan also holds a master in public health degree 
from Benedictine University, Lisle, IL.

Julia Montejo, MD, is an allergist and 
immunologist. Board certified in allergy 
and immunology and internal medicine, 
Dr. Montejo completed a fellowship at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center and a 

residency at Charleston Area Medical Center, Charleston, 
WV, after earning her medical degree from the West 
Virginia School of Medicine, Morgantown, WV.

Arshad Muzaffar, MD, is a plastic 
and reconstructive surgeon. Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery and 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery/
Hand Surgery, Dr. Muzaffar completed two 

fellowships: one in craniofacial surgery/pediatric plastic 
surgery at the University of Washington School of Medicine 
and Seattle Children’s Hospital, Seattle, WA, and the other in 
hand/microsurgery at the University of Texas Southwestern 
and Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, Dallas, TX.
	 Upon graduation from Yale University School of 
Medicine, New Haven, CT, Dr. Muzaffar completed general 
and plastic surgery internships at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX.
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blessinghealth.org  
to learn more about 
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Blessing Health  
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Recognizing extraordinary care

CONGRATULATIONS DAISY AWARD WINNERS!
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Kayla Hurt, Behavioral 
Medicine Services, was 
nominated by a patient.

 “She did not just treat me as 
a patient, but as a real person. 

You can tell being a nurse is not 
just a job to Kayla. She really cares about 
her patients.”

Ashley McCaughey, 6 
North/Medical Oncology, 
was nominated by the 
daughter of a patient to 
whom she provided care 

after he received a terminal 
cancer diagnosis.

“She took care of my dad as if he was her 
own dad, and that meant the world to me 
to know that he was in good hands when I 
couldn’t be there.”

Matt Beaver, 5 North, was 
nominated by a man to 
whom he provided COVID 
care during his 17-day 

hospitalization.

 “Conversing with Matt really 
aided me in the desire to shed this virus 
and think about what really matters. Matt, 
you are a true “caregiver” in the greatest 
sense of the term and I thank you.”

Jess Clark, Emergency 
Center, was nominated 
by a woman to whom 
she provided care after 
a vehicle accident. A 

ring the woman had on, 
but needed to remove for 

treatment, was misplaced.

“Jess went above and beyond, staying  
after her shift looking for my ring. She 
found it. I am so thankful for what Jess  
did for me. I would have been devastated  
if the ring was gone.”

Keaton Dieker, Blessing 
Hospice & Palliative 
Care, was nominated by 
the wife of one of her 
patients.

“Before my husband passed, 
he told our daughter ‘The sun will come up 
tomorrow.’ Thank you, Keaton, for seeing 
us through our darkest hours.”

Kenzie Blentlinger, 3 
Surgical, was nominated 
by a patient to whom she 
provided care.

“Kenzie is a new RN and if 
she is the future of nursing, 

Blessing is truly blessed! She 
definitely demonstrated excellence through 
her clinical expertise and extraordinary 
compassionate care. I am blessed to have 
been her patient.”

Since the last issue of Personal Blessing, the following Blessing Hospital registered 
nurses joined the ranks of international DAISY Award winners for delivery of 
extraordinary care, based on nominations submitted by patients and their loved ones.
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GIVING SOCIETY

Donor Recognition Levels
July 1, 2021 through  
December 31, 2021

Visionaries ($100,000 - $999,999)
Anonymous Donor 
Jody Hartman* 
Bo, Erin and Ann Knapheide 
Gardner Denver, Inc. 
Marion Gardner Jackson  
 Charitable Trust

Associates ($10,000 - $49,999)
John and Helen Cornell 
Bill and Chris Daniels 
Patrick and Sue Ann Gerveler 
Drs. Nickolas and Kristi Gillette 
Wilbur D. Hetzler, Jr. 
Robert and Phyllis Hofmeister 
William and Lynda Keller 
Lee Lindsay 
Ralph and Laura McReynolds 
C. David Nuessen 
Andy and Elsie Raber 
Mark and Tricia Schlipman 
Bryan and Brooke Stokes 
Dr. Bruce and Mrs. Angie Stoops 
Lyndle and Glenda Wedding 
Allscripts Healthcare Solutions 
Blessing Hospital Ten Year  
 Plus Club 
First Bankers Trust Company, N.A. 
Mercantile Bank (UCB) 
Niemann Foods Foundation 
Sarah Christine Birsic Memorial  
 Fund through the Community 
 Foundation 
Tracy Family Foundation

Partners ($1,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous Donors 
Jack Baccus 
Gary and Cecilia Balke 
Brenda K. Beshears, PhD 
Brad and Bonnie Billings 
Robert E. Bizer 
Ned and Reaugh Broemmel 
Zig Brown 

Michael and Jean Buckley 
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Sharon 
 Bukstein 
Ross and Sherry Centanni 
Peter and Shirley Collier 
Mike and Carol Dafferner 
Martha H. Didriksen 
Mark and Carol Drummond 
Dr. Pamela J. Friye 
Oscar E. Fuller 
Phil and Becky Germann 
Dennis and Barbara Gorman 
Marilyn Gunthner 
Dr. Robert W. Gutekunst and Dr. 
 Damaris Ciara 
John H. Hagler 
Michael and Vickey Haxel 
Robert Hehmeyer 
Kenneth and Bonnie Heming 
Gerald and Virginia Holzgrafe 
Jerry and Mary Jackson 
Barney and Maureen Kahn 
Dr. Samang O. Kim 
Scott and Marina Koelliker 
Donna Koontz 
Michael and Karen Lavery 
The McClean Family 
Rebecca and Mark Mesplay 
Coletta M. Miller, DDS 
Jeff Norton 
Daniel and Kate Nuessen 
Lon and Susan Nuttelman 
Dave and Mary Oakley 
Signe Oakley 
Dr. Richard and Mrs. Cheryl 
 O’Halloran 
Donald and Barbara Oitker 
Dr. Louis and Mrs. Janet Quintero 
Drs. Adam and Stephanie Reyburn 
Tom and Debbie Rittenhouse 
Dr. Rex and Mrs. Lori Schulz 
Dr. Samuel and Mrs. Becky Senti 
Allen and Alison Shafer 
Dennis and Patricia Shull 
Steve and Judy Siebers 
Scott and Susan Stamerjohn 
Jean M. Starr 
Darlene G. Stevenson 

Gerald and Laura Timmerwilke 
Jim and Jil Tracy 
Thomas E. Tushaus * 
Shawn Valter 
Eric and Erin Wharton 
Bergman Nurseries, Inc. 
Central CUSD #3 
Craig Industries, Inc. 
Enbridge (U.S.) Inc. 
Heimer & Associates, Inc. 
Home Depot 
Larry W. Brown Benefit 
Legacy Martial Arts, LLC 
Niemann General Contracting, Inc. 
Papa John’s Pizza 
Peters Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Pink Pass It On 5K Walk in the 
 District 
Quincy Notre Dame Girls Soccer 
Reliable Termite and  
 Pest Control, Inc. 
ServPro of Quincy 
Sparrow Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
State Beauty Supply 
State Street Bank & Trust Company 
Texas Roadhouse 
TI-Trust, Inc. 
Trinity Consultants 
Walmart

Friends ($100 - $999)
Anonymous Donors 
Mark F. Adams 
Jan A. Akright 
Abbie Alderton 
Dr. Zakiah S. Ali 
Terry and Linda Amburn 
Kody and Amy Anderegg 
Catherine Anderson 
Cindy, Jamie, Heather,  
 Lindsey Angell and Family
Dr. Terry G. Arnold
Charlene Baker  
Julie A. Barry and  
 Randall G. Greenwell 
Kimberly Bastean 
James and Sondra Beilstein 

Kerri Bennett 
Steven E. Bennett 
Lisa J. Berry 
Doris and Charlie Bietsch 
Kayla Blair 
Lawrence and Patricia Blickhan 
Merry T. Boden 
Emily Bolstad 
John and Mickey Bowen 
Gregg and Judy Boyer 
Karen J. Brown 
Michael and Deb Bruner 
Lynn Bubb 
Rebecca Buelt 
Rachel H. Bunker 
Charles and Dawne Burgner 
Barbara Burkhardt 
Rich and Nikki Cain 
Sandy Callahan 
Mario and Ginny Camacho 
Karl and Tammy Carman 
Erica L. Carmean 
Jerry and Sue Carnivale 
William D. Christison 
Eric Christner 
Gary and Jacqueline Craig 
Patricia Cravens 
Norma Crossland 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Crowder 
James and Barbara Daggett 
Bob and Lynn Daly 
Bill Davis 
Brad and Anne Davis 
Timothy Dearwester 
Beth Deters 
David and Sue Dickhut 
Shirley Dieringer 
Dorothy Dieterle 
Dr. Gina L. Dietrich 
Joseph and Pamela Dion 
Elizabeth Doyle 
Barbara Drozdz 
Paul and Mary Ann Duesterhaus 
Bruce and Angela Duesterhaus 
Suzi Duker 
Ruth Dunn 
Kent and Janet Durst 
Steven and Maria Eckert 

Programs, services and new technology featured in this issue of Personal Blessing are made possible in part by donations 
to Blessing Hospital and the Blessing Foundation. The Giving Society is an honor roll of those showing love through 
charitable giving of $100 and above. Gifts below were received for the following services: 4th Floor Pediatrics, Behavioral 
Health Services Fund, Big Hearts TAPP, Blessed Beginnings, Blessing Employee Crisis Fund, Blessing Hospice—Hancock 
County, Blessing Hospice—Pike County, Blessing Hospice & Palliative Care, Blessing Lauretta M. Eno Early Learning 
Center, B-RCN General Endowment, B-RCN Other Grants Fund, B-RCN Unrestricted, Breast Services, Cancer Center 
& Radiation Services, Caring Club Fund, Chaplain Education, Diabetes Patient Care Fund, Emergency Center, Health 
Sciences Programs Crisis and Scholarship Fund, Heart & Vascular Center, Home Care, Hospice/Palliative Care HOPE 
Project, Illini – Unrestricted, Intensive Care Unit, Pharmacy, Quincy Hospitality House, Teresa Adams House Building 
Fund, Blessing Foundation Unrestricted Fund and Volunteer Services.

We thank the following donors for their support of quality health care. For information on giving opportunities through 
The Blessing Foundation, go to blessinghealth.org/blessingfoundation or call (217) 223-8400, ext. 4800.
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Chaplain Jerry Edison 
Matthew and Kandi Ehrhart 
Richard and Laura Ehrhart 
Brian Ehrhart 
Gary and Janet Enroth 
Tim and Julianne Entrup 
Stephanie Erwin 
Mary Espey 
Tara Farlow 
Curtis Fenton and Family 
Evelyn Fesler 
Linda Finnamore 
Norma Flesner 
April Fohey 
Betty Frazier 
Tom and Nancy Friye 
James and Barbara Gay 
Barbara Gates Gerdes 
Jim and Lori Gewecke 
Tom and Marva Gilbert 
Jeffry and Susan Goerlich 
Deborah K. Gorman 
Brandon and Courtney Grant 
Anne N. Green 
Randa K. Green 
Joanna Groh 
Wendy Gunn 
Brian and Glenda Hackett 
Valerie Hageman 
Sabrina Hagler 
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Hahn 
Brenton and Somer Hannel 
Michael and Lynda Happel 
J. Edwin Harpole 
Anthony Haubrich 
Patrick and Linda Haugh 
Cindy Haxel 
Annette and John Heinecke 
Richard and Glenna Henderson 
Gail and PJ Henderson 
Dan and Kellie Henke 
Ann Hicks 
Barbara Higley 
Steven and Mary Hill 
Mary W. Hohe 
Pamela S. Holliday 
Linda Howard 
Jack and Joann Huner 
Nancy Hunter 
Stephen and Tonya Hurst 
Wanda L. Hutter* 
Robert B. Ivers 
Dr. Lee and Mrs. Dolor Johnson 
Debra Johnson 
Carolyn A. Johnson 
Dr. Lent Johnson and 
 Dr. Sandra Ahlum 
Jim Jones 
Stuart and Janet Kaiser 
Ron and Betty Kasparie 
Sue Kelley 
Don and Nancy Kelly 
Troy and Angie Kemp 
John and Linda Kestner 
Lester and Caroline Kewney 
Cynthia Keyes 

Nick and Karen Keys 
Alan and Susan Kill 
Rich and Lisa Killam 
Lois Killam 
Dale and Jacqueline Kirlin 
Gregory and Lanie Kirsch 
Dennis and Tammy Knuffman 
James and Donna Koeller 
Tim and Wendy Koontz 
Donna Krawitz 
Kim Krieg* 
Lorainne E. Kruse 
Mary A. Lammers 
Dr. Joseph A. Lane 
Rebecca Leech 
Paul and Barbara Lefcourt 
Cindy Lewis 
Paul and Barb Lewis 
Charyl Liesen 
Regina Lindhorst 
Vernon and Patty Loeffler 
Tommie and Susan Long 
Angie and Jim Loos 
Stacie Luter 
Mike and Teresa Mahair 
Marty T. Marshall 
Ruth E. Mays 
Judge and Mrs. William O. Mays, Jr. 
Donna E. McCain 
Judith McCleary 
Troy and Kelly McCleary 
Timothy McClelland 
Michael and Marcia McCutchan 
Jim and Connie McDowell 
Patricia K. McGlothlin 
Kathy L. McKenzie 
Conrad McNay 
John and Tina McPherson 
David McShane 
Drs. Erik and Susan Meidl 
Scott and Anita Melvin 
George and Mary Nell Meyer 
Terry and Carol Mickle 
Dennis and Judy Milfs 
Missie Milhauser 
Vanessa Miller 
Lucas Miller 
Darrel L. Mink 
Judy Mixer 
Courtney Moline 
Mike and Becky Monaghan 
Dawn Moncey 
Kay Montague 
J. Michael and Terry Moore 
Timothy and Terry Moore 
Jenelle Moore 
Dr. Linda K. Moore 
Greg and Pam Morris 
Stuart and Melody  
 Munson-McGee 
Shirley A. Murphy 
Margaret Andrews and Karen 
Myers Family 
Claire D. Myers 
John D. Naught 
David Neiswender 

J.D. Neiswender 
Drew and Terry Niemann 
Sheila K. Nokes Deming 
Diane Nutter 
Hal and Kathy Oakley 
Robert and Joan Olach 
Nancy Oliver 
Dan L. Oliver 
Joe and Dawn Ormond 
Cara Paris 
Greg Patterson 
William and Pattie Paxton 
Connie Phillips 
Aaron and Christine Poage 
The Poage Families 
William and Bernadette Postle 
Brittany Powers 
Phillip and Carrie Priest 
Carla Rabe 
JoEllen L. Randall 
James and Martha Rapp 
Kevin and Barb Reed 
Kim and Jim Rees 
Norma Reid 
Joan Reilly 
Randall and Janice Riley 
Jim and Melinda Rinella 
Mary Risinger and 
 Michael Ottlinger 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Rittenhouse 
Diane P. Robinson 
Donald G. Rodenhizer 
JoAnne Rodgers 
Curt and Corie Royer 
Jim and Marty Rubottom 
Julie Runkle 
Ron and Sue Rush 
Dr. Demir and Mrs. Vicky Saka 
Ron and Joan Schafer 
Darlene Schaffer 
Karen Schanbecker 
Kimberly Schmalshof 
Karen J. Schneider 
Charles and Becky Scholz 
James and Cheryl Schroeder 
Tim and Connie Schroeder 
Don and Maureen Schuering 
Francis and Debbie Schulte 
Thomas and Lesley Schwartz 
Carol R. Scott 
Greg and Connie Scott 
Alicia Shaffer 
Tom and Janel Shaffer 
Gregory and Theresa Sharpe 
Michael Shepherd 
Philip and Joy Shults 
Kristi and Scott Sloan 
Michael and Debbie Smith 
Karen Smith 
Eleanor “Polly” Smith 
Rick and Cynthia Smith 
Bryan and Donna Smith 
Dr. Nanjappa Somanna and  
 Mrs.Anjali Nanjappa 
Tom and Carol Sparrow 
Jeff and Theresa Spear 

Shirley Speckhart 
Joyce I. Staff 
David and Jackie Stammeyer 
Mark Stanislav 
Joe and Shelly Steinkamp 
Richard Stickman 
Judith Tarkington 
Robin Taylor 
Richard and Celeste Taylor 
Dr. Azad and Mrs. Rita Tayyab 
Tina Tenhouse 
Lori Terstriep 
Joseph and Veronica Thomas 
Eric and Kathryn Thomas 
Richard and Mary Thompson 
Julie Thornton 
Terry and Glori Traeder 
Candace Tretter 
Mary Lynn Tucker 
Marty and Dena Turner 
Thomas Kevin Tushaus 
Ronald and Pauline Upper 
George and Mattie Van Deven 
Holly Vanderbol 
Eric and Sherri VanDoren 
Ronald and Colae Vecchie 
Margaret Veihl 
John and Vieve Veith 
Dale and Marty Venvertloh 
Gary and Debra Wagman 
Clyde and Sally Wakefield 
Ron and Patricia Walton 
James E. Waterkotte 
Brenda Watt 
David Wendroff 
Rhonda J. West 
Walton E. Wetzel 
Lisetta B. White 
Jeffrey and Jane Wiemann 
Janice Wiemelt 
Kay M. Wilkinson 
Anne Willimann 
Kelly L. Wilson 
Jeanette and Rex Winn 
Glen Wolf 
Bill and Kathy Wolters 
Christy Woodward 
Bernie and Susan Woodworth 
John and Barb Wooleyhan 
Levi and Mattie Yoder 
Greg Young 
Linda Zak 
Sue Zinn 
Adams County Health Department 
Adams County Home & 
 Community Education 
Adams Electric Cooperative 
Advance Physical Therapy & 
 Sports Medicine 
Advanced Dental Care 
American Business  
 Women’s Association 
Area Distributors, Inc. 
Argabright Inc. 
Bad Boy Mowers of Quincy 
Bethany United Church of Christ 
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Blessing Hospital Medical/ 
 Dental Staff 
Blessing Hospital Tea Room 
Blue Lotus Boutique 
Callender Construction  
 Company, Inc. 
Casino Lanes 
Cason, Huff & Schlueter, Inc. 
CNB Bank & Trust, N.A. 
Community Foundation Serving 
 West Central IL and N.E. MO 
Compass Financial Resources 
Comtech Holdings, Inc. d/b/a 
 Xcell Mechanical Services 
Custom Glass & Glazing, Inc. 
Dale Koontz Builder, Inc. 
Denman Services, Inc. 
Diamond Construction Company 
Dot Foods, Inc. 
Duker & Haugh Funeral Home 
Emerald City Jewelers 

Factory Direct Bedding & Furniture 
First Bankers Trust Company, N.A. 
First Baptist Church of Plainville 
First Christian Church 
Four Points Land Surveying 
 Engineering 
Gully Transportation, Inc. 
Happel Inc., Realtors 
Haubrich Enterprises, Inc. 
Holiday Inn Quincy/ 
 Tony’s Too Restaurant 
HOMEBANK 
Honey Creek Township 
Hope Lutheran Church 
Horton’s Video 
Illinois Health Information 
 Management Association 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Kohl Wholesale 
Loos Tiling Service 
Maas Construction 

Marion County Ambulance District 
McCartney Law Office, LLC 
Mercantile Bank (UCB) 
Michelmann Foundation 
Moore’s Floors, Inc. 
Mr. K’s Fabric Shop 
Multi-Township Assessment District 
Niemann Foods, Inc. 
Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 
 Union 25 
Quincy Anesthesia Associates, P.C. 
Quincy Association of Realtors, Inc. 
Quincy Fire Department 
Quincy Gems Baseball 
Quincy Medical Group 
Quincy Recycle 
Quincy Senior High 
Quincy Service League 
Quincy Storage & Transfer Co. 
RISE Dispensary 
Royal Printing 

Schmiedeskamp, Robertson,  
 Neu & Mitchell, LLP 
Sherwin Family Vineyards 
Squire Livery Tours 
St. Francis Winery & Vineyards 
State Street Bank & Trust Company 
Steve & Delores Sarovich 
 Foundation 
Still Waters Float Center, LLC 
United Community Credit Union 
United Fire Group 
United Systems, Inc. 
Unity High School Girls Volleyball 
Vancil Performing Arts Center 
Walmart 
WDM Computer Services, Inc. 
Williams Benefit Consulting, LLC 
Winters, LLP

*designates deceased
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Scan this code or go to 
blessingfoundationconnects.com 
to learn more about how you can 
help change lives.

They have changed lives as donors 
to the Blessing Foundation.  
Please consider joining them.

What do all of the 
people, businesses and 
organizations listed 
have in common?

GIVING SOCIETY
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CARE
exceptional

STARTS HERE
At Blessing, healing is our passion. We’re committed to 
bringing the best and brightest providers and advanced 
technologies and treatments to the communities we 
serve. With over 40 different specialties and more than 
20 locations throughout the region, we are here for you.

blessinghealth.org


